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ORIGINAL RULES AND MEMBERS OF THE CHARLES- 
TOWN LIBRARY SOCIETY 

The Charleston Library Society owes its origin to a number of 
young gentlemen who, in 1748, met and formed an association for 
the purpose of raising a fund to purchase pamphlets and magazines 
which were published in Great Britain. They remitted to England 
ten pounds sterling, as a fund to purchase such pamphlets as had 
recently appeared, acting at first under verbal agreement, and 
without a name. Before the close of the year their views became 
more extensive, and on the 28th December they were organized 
under the name of a Library Society, and arrangements were made 
for the acquisition of books as well as of pamphlets'. 

Officers were elected on the 1st of April, 1749, and some members 
were added that year; the association seems to have immediately 
filled a need in the Province, and by April, 1750, the Library 
Society was well organized, with rules, ofiicers, and a respectable 
list of members, as is shown below. 

The names of the first members of the Charles-Town Library 
Society have been preserved in two publications; Shecut's Medical 
and Philosophical Essays, printed in 1819, and in the Oration 
delivered by J. L. Petigru upon the first centenial of the founding 
of the Society, June 13, 1848. The names, as given by Shecut, are 
as follows: Alexander McCauley, Patrick MacKie, William Logan, 
James Grindlay, Morton Brailsford, Robert Brisbane, Paul 
Douxsaint, Alexander Baron, John Sinclair, John Cooper, Peter 
Timothy, Wm. Burrows, Chas. Stevenson, John Neufville, Jr., 

' Preface to Catalogue of the Charleston Library Society, 1876 compiled by 
Mr. Arthur Mazyck. 
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Thomas Sacheverell, Samuel Brailsford, Thos. Middleton. To 
these, Mr. Petigru adds Joseph Wragg Jr. and Samuel Wragg 
Jr.; the authority for these two lists seems to be now missing; 
the original records of the Society having passed through fires, 
storms and wars. 

The rules and list of members appear in the South Carolina 
Gazette, April 26, 1750, as follows: 

Mr. Timothy, 

It having been agreed, at the last general meeting of the CHARLES- 
TOWN LIBRARY SOCIETY, that their RULES should be 
printed; I have by order of the President, herewith inclosed you a 
copy, which, with the names of the members, you are desired to insert 
in your next Gazette. April 21st, 1750. 

John Remington, Seer, to the Society. 

Rules of the Society for erecting a LIBRARY, and raising a 
FUND for an ACADEMY at CHARLES-TOWN SOUTH 
CAROLINA; begun the 28th of December, 1748. 

ARTICLE I 

The society shall be called by the name of the CHARLESTOWN 
LIBRARY SOCIETY. 

II. The members of the society shall have four general meetings 
in the year, to wit, the friday after the third Wednesday in March, 
the second Wednesday in July, the friday after the third Wednesday 
in October, and the second Wednesday in January, which last shall 
also be the annual meeting. The secretary shall give timely 
notice, by an advertisement in the Gazette, of the hour and place of 
such a meeting. Any Member residing in Charles-Town, who 
shall not attend at a general meeting, shall for every such failure 
forfeit ten shillings currency. 

III. At the annual meeting on the second Wednesday in January, 
the members met, shall, by majority of votes, elect the officers of 
the Society for the ensuing year, viz. a President, Vice President, 
Treasurer, Librarian, Correspondent, Secretary and Steward. If 
any officer shall die or depart the province, the members present at 
the next general meeting, shall, by majority of votes, elect one in 
his stead, for the remaining part of the year. 

IV. Any member duly elected an officer, refusing to act, shall 
forfeit the sum of five pounds currency, and another shall be 
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immediately chosen in his room. But no person shall be obliged 
to serve in any office above once in seven years; and country mem- 
bers shall not be subject to the fine above mentioned, if they refuse 
to act in the office to which they shall be elected. 

V. At every general meeting, a committee of twelve members 
shall be appointed by the president, or other officer who shall pre- 
side in his absence, (seven thereof to be a quorum) who shall meet 
the first Wednesday in every month, or oftener if the business of 
the society requires it, to draw lists of books, and to prepare 
business to be laid before the society at their next general meeting, 
for their consideration. 

Any member appointed to serve on a committee, refusing or 
neglecting to give due attendance at such committee, shall forfeit a 
sum not exceeding three pounds, to be adjudged of by a majority 
of the members present at the next general meeting. 

VI. When anj^ person applies to be admitted a member of the 
society, his name shall be given in to the secretary, who shall give 
three days notice, by fixing an advertisement on the exchange, 
desiring the attendance of the society. And the members met in 
pursuance of such notice shall have power to admit or reject such 
candidate; which admission or rejection shall be by ballot. 

VII. The Society shall have a common seal, composed of such 
devices and motto, as shall be appointed by the president and the 
committe, at any time before the general meeting which will be 
on the second Wednesday in July 1750. 

VIII. Every member who hath already been, or hereafter shall 
be admitted into the said society, shall have a certificate of such 
his admission, under the hand of the president for the time being, 
and the common seal of the Society, and countersigned by the 
secretary for the time being, in the following form, 

SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

THESE are to certify, that of 

was admitted a Member of the CHARLES-TOWN LIBRARY 

SOCIETY, at held the Day 

of Anno Domini And is in titled to all the 

Rights of a Member of the said Society. 

Given under my Hand and the Seal of the Society, the 

Day and Year above-written. 
Treasurer President. 
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DC. That for raising a fund for purchasing books, pamphlets 
and papers, and a fund for the uses after mentioned, every member 
shall pay into the hands of the treasurer for the time being, at 
the rate of five shillings currencey per week, from the commence- 
ment of the society; and the arrears of the weekly contributions, 
shall be paid by every member into the hands of the treasurer, at 
every general meeting. 

X. If any member shall neglect to pay his weekly quota, and all 
fines or forfeitures he may have incurred, at the general meeting, 
or within sixty days then the next after, he shall from thence 
forward be utterly debarr'd and excluded from being a member of 
the society, and of any right or privilege in the books and other 
things belonging to the same. Members not in the province, for 
the time they shall be so absent, are hereby excepted; provided 
every such member discharge the arreas of his weekly contribution 
for the space of two years, such defaulter shall be for ever excluded 
and debarr'd of any interest in the society's stock, or any rights 
to any of the books, other things or privileges belonging thereto.' 

XI. After this society has laid out 1600 /. Sterling on books, 
only 100/. Sterling of the money arising from fines, forfeitures and 
from weekly contributions, and from the donations which may be 
made to us, shall annually be applied towards purchasing books; 
and the remainder, after the expences attending the library are 
paid, shall annually be let out at interest on good personal security 
that funds may be raised, which will be disposed of in the following 
manner. 

When this society has at interest as much money as will purchase 
instruments for a course of experimental philosophy, to the value 
of 8 or 900 I Sterling, and likewise a fund, which, at interest, will 
annually produce 300 1 Sterling, and the 8 or 900 / Sterling shall 
be immediately applied towards the purchase of those instru- 
ments; and the fund producing at interest 300 1 Sterling per annum 
to a professor of Mathematicks and of natural and experimental 
philosophy, and to his successors for ever. 

And the residue of the money afterwards arising from the fines 
forfeitures and weekly contributions, and from donations (if any 
be made to us) after the 100 / Sterling for books and the charges 
attending the Hbrary are deducted, shall annually be let out at 
interest and continued at interest until a fund is raised, which, at 
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interest, will annually produce a salary of 300 I Sterling to a pro- 
fessor of and likewise 200 / Sterling which shall 

forever be applied towards the purchasing of books; and the 
300 / Sterling salary shall be immediately and forever afterwards 

applied towards the use of the professor of and 

his successors. 

XII. Two hundred or more copies, as occasion shall require, of 
every parcel of books sent over to the society, shall be printed in 
London, and distributed here among the members, who may send 
to the librarian for any of the books they chuse to read, by a 
written order or receipt to be given for the same, which shall be 
returned to the Librarian within forty-eight hours if pamphlets or 
papers, within six days, if a duodecimo or octavo, eight days if a 
quarto, and within twelve days if a folio, allowing tcJ every country 
member, a further time, at the rate of a day for every six miles 
between Charles-Town and the place of his residence; under the 
penalty of five shillings current money for every twelve hours 
longer detention of each pamphlet, every three papers and each 
book, unless the book, paper or pamphlet be really lost, in which 
case the person shall only pay to such time he certifies the loss to the 
Ubrarian. 

XIII. If any member lose, lend or damage any paper, pamphlet, 
or book, he shall forfeit double the Sterling cost thereof, according 
to the then cost of exchange. 

XIV. All books belonging to the society shall be lettered as 
usual, and upon the out side of the cover next to the title page, 
shaU be impressed the words, CHARLES-TOWN LIBRARY 
SOCIETY. 

XV. Any member of this society shall have liberty to dispose 
of his share and interest in the society's stock to any person not a 
member, with the approbation of the majority of the society at a 
general meeting. But no member shall dispose of his share of the 
books or effects of the society to any other member; and if any 
member, as executor or administrator of another, or by any other 
means, shall have a plurality of shares, he shall not have any 
greater privilege in voting, or taking our books, than any other 
member who hath but one share. 

XVI. The heir or devisee of any member dying, being a minor. 
shall not be chargeable with weekly contributions, 'till such 
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heir or devisee attains an age capable of making use of the society's 
books. And such minor, at the age of sixteen years, upon the 
executor, trustee or guardian becoming surety for the returning of 
the books such heir or devisee shall borrow, free from damage, 
according to the true intent and meaning of the foregoing rules, 
and paying the weekly contributions after such devisee attain 
such age, shall have the right of borrowing the society's books as 
any other member. 

XVII. A book shall be provided, in which the secretary shall 
enter all rules and orders, which now or hereafter may be agreed 
upon, for the regulation of the society, the names, time of ad- 
mission, deaths of the members, forfeitures, the election of the 
officers, and all other proceedings of the society. And one other 
bound book shall be provided, in which shall be entered a cata- 
logue of all books imported for the society, with the price or cost 
of each book, which shall be lodged in the custody of the librarian. 

XVIII. The treasurer for the time being, shall out of the 
society's stock, provide books, in which, he is to regularly enter all 
of money paid and received by him, with the names of the persons 
paying or receiving them. He shall also provide a strong box with 
a lock and key in which all rules and orders of the society, and all 
money in hand shall lodged, and delivered to the succeeding 
treasurer, on his becoming bound to the president and vice-presi- 
dent, for double the value of the society's stock then to be put 
into his hands, and to render to the society a just and true account 
of the same, and all subscriptions, fines and other things (fire and 
inevitable accidents only excepted) and to deliver the same to the 
obligees, the order of the society, or the next treasurer, when 
there-unto required by the majority of the members present at a 
general meeting. 

XIX. At the monthly meeting next after every general meeting, 
the accounts of the treasurer shall be audited by the committee, 
who are to make report thereof to the society at their next general 
meeting. 

XX. At the annual meeting shall be provided, at the discretion 
of the steward, a sufficient dinner, for the defraying of which, 
every member shall pay into the hands of the steward /or/y shillings 
currency the week preceeding. 
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XXI. No member, upon any pretence, shall presume to intro- 
duce any person into the society, before he has been proposed and 
approved of as a member. 

XXII. At all meetings of the society, the rules shall be read 
immediately upon the presiding officer's taking the chair, to 
whom any member about to speak upon business shall address 
himself, and in case of debate, the president shall sum up the 
argument and propose them to the vote of the members present. 

XXIII. If at any time any doubt shall arise concerning the 
meaning of any of these rules, the same shall be explain'd or 
determined by the majority of the members present at the next 
general meeting. 

A LIST of the MEMBERS of the CHARLES-TOWN LIBRARY 
SOCIETY, the 21st of April, 1750. 

Doct. John Lining, President 
•q^ [Thomas Smith, Vice-President 
§ { John Sinclair, Librarian 
-^ [James Sharp, Steward 

And Mr. John Remington, Secretary 



Esqrs. 



Mr. Benjamin Addison. 
g Hector Beranger de 
JU I Beaufain 
_« WilUam Bull, jtin 
^ [Joseph Blake. 
Jacob Bond 
James Bulloch 
William Boone 
George Bellinger 
The Rev. John Baxter 

Richard Beresford 
John Brailsford 
Morton Brailsford 
Samuel Brailsford 
William Burrows 
^ Robert Brisbane 
^ Alexander Baron 
John Butler 
John Basnett 
Francis Brown 
William Bonner 



Capt. Peter Bostock 
The Hon. John Cleland, Esq. 
„ Daniel Crawford] „ 

\^''^''- Thomas Corbettf^^''^- 

David Caw 

Samuel Carne 

James Carson 

James Crockatt 

Lewis Caw 

John Cochran 

John Cooper 

Dougal Campbell 

John Crokatt 

Alexander Chisolme 
David Deas 
John Dray ton J 
The Rev. Mr. Levi Durand 
Doct. Thomas Dale. 

Paul Douxsaint 

Simon Dunbar 
1^ James Davidson 

Benjamin Dart 



Esqrs. 
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BanfiU Evance ] 
William Fleming lEsqrs. 
Elias Foissine J 
Doct. Charles Fyfe 

James Grindlay 
jj Christopher Gadsden 
I William Glen 
!^ William Gibbes 
David Graeme 
Lieut. Col. Alexander Heron 
Isaac Holnies, Esq. 
Capt. Joseph Hatton 
. I Samuel Hurst 

to 

b; William Harcourt Hen- 
ig derson 

[Maurice Harvey 
Doc. James Irving 

5j [Andrew Johnston 
§ \ George Inglis 
^ [Henry Kennan 

The Rev. Mr. Alexander Keith 
Thomas Lynch, Esq. 

William Logan 
. Henry Laurens 
Alexander Livie 
Thomas Lining 
James Lenox 
George Logan 

The Eon. William Middleton, 
Esq. 

Gabriel Manigault 
Anthony Mathewes 
Thomas Middleton 
James Michie \Esqrs. 

Henry Middleton 
Jacob Motte 
John Mayrant 

5 [John Moultrie 
"§ {Patrick Mackie 
•^ [George Milligam 






George Murray 

Alexander Macaulay 
jj Richard Martson 
% [David Montaigut 
^ George Marshall 

John McQueen 

John Neufville 
John Ouldfield, Esq; 
Doct. David Oliphant 
The Hon. Charles Pinckney, Esq 
William Pinckney, Esq. 

Joseph Pickering 

John Parnham 

Charles Pryce 

Rice Price 

George Gabriel Powell 

John Palmer 

Benjamin Perry 
The Hon. Andrew Rutledge, Esq. 
jj, {Patrick Reid 
[John Raven 
Doct. John Rutledge 
Luke Stoutenburgh 
Benjamin Smith 
Thomas Sacheverell 
Alexander Stewart 

Thomas Shubrick 

John Scott, Merchant 

George Seaman 

Charles Stevenson 

William Scott 

, , (Alexander Taylor 
Messrs.] , , t. , 
[Ralph Taylor 

Peter Timothy 

James Wright 

Charles Wray 

James Wedderburn 

John Ward 

William Waties 

. Samuel Wragg^MW 

Joseph WraggjMW. 

John Wragg 

Joseph Wragg 



Esqrs. 






^ 



Esqrs. 






